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Q1: What is at stake? Convicted: 
20% of  

prosecuted  
cases

Prosecuted: 
46% of charged 

cases

Charges laid: 50% of 
recorded cases

Recorded as crime: 85%of 
reported cases

Reported to police: 5-6% out of all cases

Estimated incidences (~400-500K/year)
Actual incidences: unknown

[1] H. Johnson, (2012). Limits of a criminal justice response: Trends in police and court processing of sexual assault



[2] Against our will: Men, women, and rape by Susan Brownmiller (1975)
[3] Statistics Canada, Canadian Centre for Justice and Community Safety Statistics (2024)

Who is effected?

Female fear of an open 
season of rape was probably 
the single causative factor in 
her original subjugation and 
her domestication by 
protective mating…the 
historic price of female 
protection by man against 
man is very steep[2] 

“



■ PTSD

■ BPD

■ chronic emotional dysregulation

■ disturbed self-identity 

■ problems with interpersonal relationships

■ suicide ideation

■ depression, anxiety

■ reduced sexual pleasure

■ 2/3 of victims will likely be re-victimized 

[4] N. Sarkar, (2007). Sexual assault on woman: Its impact on her life and living in society
[5] C. Classen et.al (2006). Posttraumatic personality disorder: a reformulation of complex posttraumatic stress disorder and borderline 
personality disorder

In what ways are victims effected?

Artist: unknown



Underlying problem 1: trial setup

Crown

Vs.

Accused

Artist: Alexandra 
Newbould/CBC



https://sexualassaultsupport.ca/sexual-assault-myths-abound-in-former-world-junior-hockey-players-sexual-assault-case-
ontario-coalition-of-rape-crisis-centres-ocrcc-responds/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/livestory/recap-woman-says-defence-s-questions-in-world-junior-sex-assault-trial-are-
an-attempt-to-discredit-her-9.6754418

https://sexualassaultsupport.ca/sexual-assault-myths-abound-in-former-world-junior-hockey-players-sexual-assault-case-ontario-coalition-of-rape-crisis-centres-ocrcc-responds/
https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/london/livestory/recap-woman-says-defence-s-questions-in-world-junior-sex-assault-trial-are-an-attempt-to-discredit-her-9.6754418


https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/bridgewater-sexual-assault-appeal-1.3739312

https://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/nova-scotia/bridgewater-sexual-assault-appeal-1.3739312


Underlying problem 2: Police policies and attitudes

Discrimination

Apprehension vs prevention

Institutional protection

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jul/31/sexual-assault-case-dropped-phone-traumatic

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2019/jul/31/sexual-assault-case-dropped-phone-traumatic


Underlying problem 2: Police policies and attitudes

[6] A. Cotter (2024). Criminal justice outcomes of sexual assault in Canada, 2015 to 2019



Excerpts form court transcripts: Jane Doe 1987-1998 lawsuit against Toronto Police

https://books.openedition.org/uop/544

https://books.openedition.org/uop/544


Excerpts form court transcripts: Jane Doe 1987-1998 lawsuit against Toronto Police

https://books.openedition.org/uop/544

https://books.openedition.org/uop/544


Q2: why does it matter?

[6] A. Cotter (2024). Criminal justice outcomes of sexual assault in Canada, 2015 to 2019



Q3: who is working on it?



Q4: why do we care?

■ We have dealt with assault ourselves

■ Being from a religiously and culturally patriarchal 
society, I feel very strongly about this injustice  
(Aroosa)

■ Every woman we know lives in the shadow of fear 
of possible violence

■ It severely limits our actions and experiences
Artist: unknown



[7] D. Tanovich (2015). 'Whack' No More: Infusing Equality into the Ethics of Defence Lawyering in Sexual Assault Cases

Q5: what do we want to leave you with?



[8] The story of Jane Doe (2003) 
for summary of the case: https://books.openedition.org/uop/544

Q5: what do we want to leave you with?

https://books.openedition.org/uop/544

